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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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Application Papers 
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1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of; 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-58, drawn to a process, classified in class 427, subclass 558. 

II. Claims 59-105, drawn to a product, classified in class 428, subclass 100. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make another and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case The product can be made by a different 
process such as by applying the curable material to one side of the support and 

o 

applying the interleaving material to the opposite side of the support. 

3. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is not required 
because the inventions have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their 
different classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. During a telephone conversation with Ms. Blank on August 31, 2005 a 
provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, 
claims 1-58. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this 
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Office action. Claims 59-105 withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 
CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

5. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Claim Objections 

6. Claim 2 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 2 requires that the 
support comprise of a windable support. However, claim 1 (from which claim 2 
depends) requires winding the support therefore the support will be windable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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8. Claims 1-5, 17, 22-24, 33-34, 36-38, 44 and 56 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Medwick et al. (US 2002/0176988). 

Medwick et al. teaches a process for providing temporary protection for a substrate for 
handling. The substrate (14, support) is coated with a functional coating i.e curable 
material (14) and an interleaving material (16, protective film) which is not in contact 

1 

with the curable material by using a blocking layer, and winding the support to produce 
a gap between the support and the curable material as required by claims 1 and 2. The 
substrate can be flexible [0023] such as a polyethyleneterepthalate as required by 
claims 3-5. 

The functional coating may be which modifies one or more physical properties of 
the substrate such as optical, thermal, chemical or mechanical and is not intended to be 
removed from the substrate during additional processing [0024]. The coating can be an 
electrically conductive coating [0025] as required by claims 17 and 22. The coating can 
made of silver as required by claims 23-24.The film can be a barrier layer [0026] as 
required by claim 30. The layer can be cured using heat, air flow, uv light or infrared 
light [0041] as required by claim 33-34 and 36-38. The protective layer (interleaving 
layer) can be a flexible material [0032] as required by claim 44. The functional material 
is cured as required by claim 56. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Leenders et al. teaches a process for forming anti-reflective 
coatings to flexible substrates where an interleaf supplied on roll can be disposed 
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between the anti-reflective sheets which is also supplied on a roll to provide space 
between the two layers (col. 4, lines 1-18). Marcin (US 2565509) teaches a process for 
providing tape where interleafs are provided therebetween to prevent the tape from 
sticking to itself during rolling. The adhesive carrier is cellulose acetate. Tahon et al. 

(US 6120907) teaches a process for forming a data card having a heat-mode laser 
recording medium on a thin flexible glass layer. The support can be paper, metal, 
cellulose acetate film, polytethylene terephthalate film, etc and has thickness of 5-850 
microns (col. 5, lines 41-54) and is laminated to glass by using an adhesive which can 
be protected by a stripping layer (interleaf). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cachet I. Sellman whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0691 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:00 - 
4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Timothy Meeks can be reached on 571-272-1423. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Cachet I Sellman 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1762 
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/William Phillip Fletcher III/ 

Primary Examiner 



